
ing the geologic sciences. Many 

geology graduates are not practic-

ing geology after graduation. Of 

the 4,000 undergraduate geology 

majors across the country, it is 

estimated that only 15% will con-

tinue in geology after gradua-

tion. The current geosciences 

workforce is aging, and fewer new 

geoscientists are entering the 
profession to make up for those 

of us who will retire in the next 

10-15 years. 

 

While painting a bleak picture, 

extinction is not an inevitable fate 

for the geology profession. Unlike 

our dinosaur friends, we have the 

ability to identify negative trends 

and to take actions to affect posi-

tive change. Positive actions have 

already begun. (Cont. on Pg. 2) 

Is the profession of geology be-

coming extinct? Although asked 

tongue-in-cheek, there are many 

factors seeming to conspire to 

lead us down a path once traveled 

by the now-extinct dinosaurs. 

One of these ominous signs in-

cludes the threat College Geology 

programs across the country face 

in being phased out or merged 
with other departments to reduce 

costs and generate additional 

funding resources.  

 

As written in the Spring FAPG 

newsletter, serious consideration 

was given last spring to disman-

tling the University of Florida Ge-

ology program. Luckily this was 

avoided, due to the efforts of 

many people in this organization 

among others. The Florida State 

Department of Geological Sci-

ences was not so lucky and is now 

being ―merged‖ into a new Earth 

and Atmospheric Sciences Depart-

ment. Although the undergraduate 

Geology degree has been sus-

pended, classes will continue to be 

taught over the next 1-2 years to 

allow current majors to graduate. 

Students interested in majoring in 
Earth Science are encouraged to 

check out the new Bachelor’s 

Degree in Environmental Sciences 

(due to be formally announced in 

Spring 2010). 

 

There is a systematic decrease in 

the number of earth science 

classes being taught in our high 

schools, and (not surprisingly) a 

corresponding decrease in the 

number of college students enter-

Message from the President (by James Hirsch, P.G.) 

47th Annual AIPG Meeting: Orlando Florida, September 11-15, 2010 

The 47th Annual AIPG Meeting 

will be held in Orlando, Florida 

from September 11 through 

15, 2010. The theme of this 

meeting is North American Geology 

in the 21st Century: Today and To-

morrow. It is being sponsored by 

FAPG-AIPG and the American 

Ground Water Trust (AGWT). 

As part of this meeting AGWT 
will hold it’ very successful Aquifer 

Management and Aquifer Storage 

and Recovery program Chaired by 

Andrew Stone. Additional pro-

grams, field trips, and accommoda-

tions are being developed and/or 

selected as we go to print. Make 

no mistake; this will take a monu-

mental effort from FAPG-AIPG to 

make the meeting a success. The 

Executive Committee (EC) of 

FAPG-AIPG cannot do this alone. 

That is why the EC is collectively 

on bended knees begging mem-
bership to support this conference 

and help make it a success. Sup-

port can be shown by sponsoring 

breaks or field trips; joining as a 

Vendor/Exhibitor; attending the 

meeting; participating on commit-

tees; hosting program sessions; & 

 presenting technical papers. If you 

wish to become active in this Na-

tional meeting, please contact 

FAPG-AIPG Past President Mr. 

Charles Drake [(407) 839-

3955] and/or anyone of our EC 

members and Regional Coordina-

tors.  A Call for Abstracts reprint 

is included as Page 7 of this news-

letter. 
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Sect ion of  AIPG 
Upcoming Events: 

 March 19, 2010 FAPG/

AWRA Meeting, 

Gainesville, Florida. 

More information is in 

this newsletter; or 

email 

jhirsch@waterandair. 

com. 

 May 24, 2010: Call for 

Abstracts Due, 47th 

Annual AIPG National 

Conference 

 September 11-15, 

2010 AIPG National 

Conference, Orlando, 

Florida. Royal Plaza 

Hotel. www.aipg.org 

 If you have Calendar 

events you would like 

to see included here, 

email  Darrin Herbst: 

dherbst13@gmail.com 
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The Florida Association of Profes-

sional Geologists (FAPG-AIPG) 

and the Florida Ground Water 

Association (FGWA) are working 

early in this 2010 Legislative Ses-

sion to continue our efforts to 

educate our legislators on the 

importance of protecting Florida’s 

natural resources.   

 

For example, several FAPG-AIPG 

members and non-members - me, 

Mr. Jorge Caspary, P.G., Mr. Mi-

chael O’Sullivan P.G., Mr. Joe Fuhr, 

P.G., and Mr. Kevin Warner P.E. -  

met with Rep. Leonard Bembry on 

January 11 to discuss Natural Re-

source Appropriations for the 

upcoming fiscal year. Continued 

funding and employment opportu-

nities in natural resource protec-

tion and water resources are a 

key to helping to reverse a shrink-

ing geologic population. However, 

a good deal more public education 

and advocacy needs to be con-

ducted to ensure the geology 

profession remains robust and 

healthy for decades to come.  

 

For this to happen, we need mem-

bers of this and other geosciences

-related organizations to take 

action. This includes attending 

organization meetings, helping to 

grow membership, volunteering 

for special committees, writing 

articles, mentoring students, tak-

ing advantage of speaking opportu-

nities, and leading field trips. All of 

these actions benefit and help 

forward our cause.  

 

We need to act when presented 

with an opportunity to educate 

our peers and the public on the 

importance of geosciences, and 

financially support these efforts 

when able. If we pull together and 

put in the necessary work, the 

future looks very promising for us 

geologists and geoscientists – 

unlike the dinosaurs. 

 
>Groundwater Remediation using 

Solar Power 

 
>SJRWMD Water Conservation 

Programs and Incentives 

 
>Carbon Sequestration Initiatives in 

Florida 

 
>Protection of Springsheds and Wa-

tersheds, Suwannee River Partnership 

 
>Waste Water Treatment through 

Infiltration and Phtyoremediation 

The first ever joint meeting of 

FAPG and AWRA will be held in 

Gainesville, Florida at the TREEO 

Center on March 19, 2010. The 

theme of the meeting is Protec-

tion and Restoration of Water 

Resources using Green Technolo-

gies. Some of the topics selected 

for presentation include: 

 
>Proposed Sweetwater Branch/

Paynes Prairie Sheetflow Restoration 

 
>Overview of EPA’s Green Remedia-

tion Program 

 
>Low Impact Development and 

Water Quality Improvement Tech-

niques  

 
For information on the meeting 

including registration, sponsorship, 

and presenting, please contact 

Section President Mr. James 

Hirsch at: 

jhirsch@waterandair.com. 

Message from the President (continued from page 1) 

Joint FAPG and American Water Resource Association (AWRA) Meeting  

46th AIPG Annual Meeting in Grand Junction, Colorado.– Oct. 2009 

Past President Mr. Charles Drake. 

Mr. Hirsch attended the Executive 

Committee Board Meeting and 

was pleased to report back that 

FAPG is one of the largest and 

most active sections of AIPG. At 

the meeting Mr. Hirsch was 

elected to the AIPG Executive 

Committee Advisory Board and is 

currently serving on the Education 
Committee that has been tasked 

with identifying action items that 

can be used to grow interest and 

involve students in the area of 

geosciences. What really made 

this meeting a success was all the 

support it was given by its mem-

bership, because putting on a Na-

tional meeting is both labor- and 

cash-intensive. The 47th AIPG 

Annual Meeting will be held in 

Orlando Florida in September 

2010, and FAPG-AIPG will be 

helping to host this event. We 

look forward to seeing you at this 

event! 

The 46th AIPG Annual Meeting 

was held in Grand Junction, Colo-

rado during October 3-7, 2009. 

The Theme of the meeting was 

Rocky Mountains and the Colo-

rado Plateau, Canyons, Resources, 

and Hazards. The meeting was 

definitely a success and people 

who attended thoroughly enjoyed 

the programs, geology, and cama-
raderie. One of the only areas of 

the meeting that could have been 

improved was attendance. Several 

Florida Geologists attended the 

meeting including FAPG Section 

President Mr. Jamie Hirsch and 

Page 2 
FAPG, the F lor ida Sect ion of  AIPG  

Want to get more in-

volved with your profes-

sional community? 

We’re looking for 

FAPG-AIPG Regional 

Coordinators  

The FAPG Board is looking 

for regional coordinators 

responsible for organizing 

lunch or dinner meetings, 

and locating a speaker and 

places to hold meetings.  If 

you are interested in be-

coming a regional coordina-

tor, please contact Ken 

Kelley, (561) 993-0600. 

Black Canyon of the Gunnison 

National Park, Colorado. 

View from Pikes Peak Summit 



The Geology Alumni Society of 

the University of South Florida 

Geology Department sponsored a 

workshop on November 20, 2009 

to present an overview of the 

background, requirements and 

career benefits of obtaining a Flor-

ida Professional Geologist license.  

The workshop was co-sponsored 

by the USF Geology GeoClub and 
Geology Graduate Student Or-

ganization. 

 

Participants on the Workshop 

Panel included Dr. Sam Upchurch, 

Mr. Jim Pease, Mr. Michael Wight-

man, Mr. Michael Schackne, and 

Mr. Joe Fuhr.  The panel was mod-

erated by Dr. Bruce Nocita.  The 

panel brought together represen-

tatives from FAPG/AIPG 

(President-Elect Fuhr); a sitting 

member of the Florida Board of 

Professional Geologists (Mr. 

Pease), a founding member of the 

Florida Board of Professional Ge-

ologists (Dr. Upchurch) and three 

PG’s in private practice (Mr. 

Schackne, Mr. Wightman and Mr. 

Nocita). 

 

The topics discussed included the 

following: 

 

History of Florida PG; the impor-

tance of discipline for PG’s; he 

role of FAPG/AIPG; the opera-

tional framework, purpose and 

function of the PG Board; signing 

and sealing rules; areas of compe-

tency; experience requirements 

for Academia; why the private 

sector requires the PG; what 

value does a firm place on the PG; 

state agency requirements; and a 

topic of ever-increasing impor-

tance, educational and training 

requirements for the PG exam.   

 

The workshop was attended by 

approximately 15 people, mostly 

USF Geology students and is 

planned for regular presentation, 

probably on an 18-month interval. 

USF Alumni Professional Geologist Workshop– November 2009 

Although scientists and citizens 

lobbied tirelessly to persuade the 

legislature to keep the IPTF 

funded, their efforts were too 

little and too late, as the IPTF was 

swept during the spring 2009 

budgeting process, and the monies 

utilized in the State’s General 

Fund. Subsequently, the legislature 

voted to bond the Petroleum 
Cleanup Program in the amount of 

90 million dollars. This funding 

reduction has resulted in cleanup 

activities in the State being greatly 

reduced. 

 

When cleanup funding and site 

remediation is suspended or re-

duced significantly, it has many 

negative consequences. Some of 

these consequences include allow-

ing contaminant plumes to spread 

and increase damage to our water 

resources, incurring the expense 

of redoing cleanup related work, 

prohibiting real estate transactions 

that are critical to the economy 

because properties are not being 

remediated, and putting people 

out of work. 

 

 

We expect that the IPTF will be 

looked at as a possible source of 

general revenue for the State 

budget in 2010 in lieu of its in-

tended purpose of protecting 

Florida’s groundwater. It is impor-

tant to protect Florida’s ground-

water resources and avoid a re-

peat of last year’s sweeping of the 

IPTF.  

 

In an effort to do this, we have 

already begun dialogue with our 

legislative representatives on the 

importance using the IPTF for its 

intended purpose. We are also 

working with other organizations 

such as the Florida Ground Water 

Association. We need your help. If 

you would like to become active 

in protecting the IPTF by writing 

letters, meeting and educating 

legislators, and helping to fund 

these efforts, please contact Jamie 

Hirsch at jhirsch@waterand 

air.com. 

The Inland Protection Trust Fund 

(IPTF) was created by the Legisla-

ture in 1986 to reimburse indi-

viduals or entities who have ex-

pended funds to remediate and 

restore properties contaminated 

by leaking underground storage 

tank systems. Since its inception, 

the IPTF has paid for the cleanup 

and closure of approximately 

6,033 contaminated sites.  

 

Cleaning up and protecting Flor-

ida’s groundwater resource is 

paramount to the states overall 

health and success because Florida 

Residences obtain approximately 

90% of their drinking water from 

groundwater resources. In addi-

tion, many citizens including geolo-

gists make their living in vocations 

related to the cleanup of petro-

leum contaminated sites. Accord-

ing to University of Florida econo-

mist Steve Labarbara, every $1.00 

spent in cleanup of contaminated 

properties returns $3.00 to the 

Florida economy. The IPTF is self 

funded through a sales tax on 

petroleum fuel and was projected 

to generate approximately 200 

million dollars in 2009. 
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Note regarding the 
planned Second Annual 

“Emerging Issues in Water 
Resources in Florida and 
the Southeast Region” 

Conference. 
 

If you attended the first 

meeting last April/May in 
St. Augustine, you know 
how informative and 
worthwhile this conference 

was. 
 
The Second Annual Con-

ference will be held this 
year, however, the FAPG 
Executive Committee and 

AIPG have decided to offer 
the conference as one seg-
ment of the 47th Annual 

AIPG Meeting to be held 
September 11-15, 2010 in 
Orlando.  

 
We hope many members 

plan to submit abstracts 
and support the 47th An-

nual Meeting. 

Inland Protection Trust Fund Cleanup Program Funding Update  

Winter  2009-2010 Issue  

Update your Member 

Profile: FAPG/AIPG 

has email addresses 

for approximately 75% 

of our members. 

Please help us save 

paper, time, and 

money by ensuring 

your contact informa-

tion is current. Log in 

to your membership 

profile section at 

www.aipg.org and 

update your informa-

tion today. 



On September 28, 2009 Florida 

Governor Charlie Crist signed a 

proclamation acknowledging Oc-

tober 11-17, 2009 as Earth Sci-

ence Week.  The proclamation 

defines earth sciences as geology, 

meteorology, physical oceanogra-

phy, and hydrology and that these 

sciences provide the foundation 

for sound environmental manage-
ment and stewardship of Florida’s 

mineral, energy, and water re-

sources.  Earth sciences are cen-

tral to understanding climate 

change and the potential effect on 

Florida’s landscape and environ-

ment. The Florida Geological Sur-

vey was instrumental in working 

with the Governor’s office in writ-

ing this proclamation.  

The American Geological Institute 

(AGI) has prepared a workforce 

report that shows an aging geo-

sciences workforce, and that there 

are not enough young geoscien-

tists coming into our profession to 

make up for those of us who will 

retire in the next 10-15 

years.  Part of the lack of young 

geoscientists is that there are 
fewer geoscience students coming 

into the universities that want to 

be trained in the sciences.  Many 

are not aware of the earth sci-

ences because there is no require-

ment to take earth science in high 

school.  Those that are aware of 

earth sciences want some form of 

interdisciplinary education and do 

not want to take the core geology 

courses. 

Proclamations such as this, if 

properly promoted, will go a long 

way to helping educate students at 

the high school and university 

level.   The Florida Association of 

Professional Geologists, a section 

of the American Institute of Pro-

fessional Geologists, has sent a 

letter to Governor Crist and to 

the Department of Environmental 
Protection Secretary Michael Sole 

thanking them for the proclama-

tion and acknowledgement of 

Earth Science week.  

If you have the opportunity to 

distribute the proclamation to 

high school or university students, 

please do so.  We as professional 

geologists need to promote our 

profession as best we can.  

New Zealand. The broad geo-

graphic distribution of Florida’s 

PG’s is illustrated in the figure 

entitled ―Florida PG’s in the 

USA‖ (next page). 

 

Florida’s resident PG’s number 

about 1,250. On a gross average 

basis that amounts to about 53 

square miles per PG. Like Florida’s 

general population, it’s PG’s are 

concentrated in, and near, the 

larger cities. The shotgun distribu-

tion of PG’s in Florida is evident in 

the figure entitled ―Resident Flor-

ida PG’s‖. 

 

Densities as great as 0.5 to 2.2 
PG’s per square mile are found in 

some areas, like Tallahassee, 

Contributed by Marc Hurst, P.G. 

Geology is a very broad subject. 

Even those who limit their profes-

sional interests to the planet Earth 

have a very large study area. Con-

sidering the relatively small num-

bers of our profession, it’s not too 

surprising that the geographic 

distribution of geologists is rather 

sparse. 

 

About 1,865 geologists are li-

censed to practice in Florida. Like 

our State’s general population, 

large proportions are part-time 

residents or visitors. Almost one-

third of Florida’s Professional Ge-

ologists (PG’s) live elsewhere, in 

places including 46 of the 50 

States, the District of Columbia, 

and foreign nations as distant as 

Gainesville, Jacksonville, Clearwa-

ter/St. Pete, Tampa, Lakeland, 

Orlando, Cape Coral, Jupiter, 

Boca Raton, Ft. Lauderdale, and 

Miami. Smaller, but notable, con-

centrations of PG’s are found in 

Pensacola, Melbourne, Sarasota, 

and in some rural areas that are 

associated with various mining 

industries. 

 

Only 4 locations, Tampa/Lakeland, 

Orlando, Tallahassee, and Gaines-

ville, have hosted FAPG meetings 

on a regular basis. Due to their 

relatively-large concentrations of 

potential attendees and their long 

histories of past meetings, they 

are the most likely places for fu-

ture meetings to be held.  

Governor Crist Proclaims Earth Science Week 

Where In the World Are Florida’s Professional Geologists? 

Board of Geologists and Geophysicists Eliminated in the State of California 

and Land Surveyors. The transfer 

of authority became effective Oc-

tober 23, 2009. The Geologist and 

Geophysicist Act (Business and 

Professions Code section 7800, et 

seq.) and the Rules and Regula-

tions pertaining to the practices of 

geology and geophysics (Title 16, 

California Code of Regulations 

section 3000, et seq.) remain in 

effect. The practices of geology 

and geophysics are still regulated. 

Individuals must still obtain licen-

sure and practice in accordance 

with the laws and professional 

standards relating to geology and 

geophysics. The only change is 

that the Board for Professional 

Engineers and Land Surveyors will 

now be enforcing those laws. 

Legislation enacted during the 4th 

Extraordinary Session of 2009 

eliminated the Board for Geolo-

gists and Geophysicists in the 

State of California and transferred 

all of the duties, powers, pur-

poses, responsibilities, and juris-

diction to regulate the practices of 

geology and geophysics to the 

Board for Professional Engineers 

“Almost one-third of 

Florida’s Professional 

Geologists (PG’s) live 

elsewhere, in places 

including 46 of the 50 

States, the District of 

Columbia, and foreign 

nations as distant as 

New Zealand.” 
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FAPG-AIPG Executive 
Committee Call for Nomi-

nations - 2010 
 
No formal date has been 

set, but watch for upcom-
ing information regarding 
the Call for Nominations 

for Officers to serve during 
2010-2011. Nominations 
will be accepted for Presi-
dent-Elect, Secretary, and 

Treasurer. Get Involved! 

Update your Member 

Profile: FAPG/AIPG has 

email addresses for ap-

proximately 75% of our 

members. Please help us 

save paper, time, and 

money by ensuring your 

contact information is 

current. Log in to your 

membership profile sec-

tion at www.aipg.org and 

update your information 

today. 



(cont. from previous page) 

However, there are at least 8 
other major PG population cen-

ters that might warrant regional 

meetings, too. If the traditional 

FAPG meeting centers are too far 

away from your location, perhaps 

you would like regional meetings 

to be held near you. All that’s 

needed is one representative in 

your area (perhaps you?) to help 

with logistics, like selecting an 

appropriate meeting place and 

alerting potential sponsors and 

attendees. Please contact any of 

your FAPG officers for more in-

formation. I’m sure they would 

gladly arrange a meeting in New 

Zealand if the membership re-

quested it. 

Where In the World Are Florida’s Professional Geologists? 
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The Suwannee Region held a 

meeting on November 12 at the 

offices of Jones Edmunds & Asso-

ciates, Inc. Dr. Wendy Graham 

was the guest speaker and the 

event was sponsored by Test 

America, Inc. Dr. Graham is the 

Carl S. Swisher Eminent Scholar in 

Water Resources in the Depart-

ment of Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering at the University of 

Florida and Director of the Uni-

versity of Florida Water Insti-

tute.  She conducts research in 

the areas of coupled hydrologic-

water quality- ecosystem model-

ing; evaluation of impacts of agri-

cultural production on surface and 

groundwater quality; and develop-

ment of hydrologic indicators of 

ecosystem status.  Dr. Graham 

gave a synopsis of how and why 

the Water Institute was formed 

and how the organization func-

tions. The Water Institute fosters 

interdisciplinary cooperation in 

research and includes participants 

from more than 50 Departments, 

Centers, and Programs at UF. The 

goal is to formulate engineering, 

policy and legal solutions devel-
oped in Florida that may provide a 

model for others, both nationally 

and internationally. The Water 

Institute also sponsors the 

Smallwood Distinguished Scholar 

Seminar Series – a series of 

monthly seminars focused on 

water-related technical and policy 

issues at which experts from 

around the country are invited to 

speak.  

Note: The UF Water Institute 

invites you to participate in the 

2nd UF Water Institute Sym-

posium, focused on complex 

challenges and integrated solu-

tions for sustainable watershed 

management. This symposium 

will bring together scientists, 

engineers, academics, non-

governmental organizations, 

policy makers, water manag-

ers, industry and utility repre-

sentatives, lawyers, students 

and the public to address com-

plex water issues from multiple 

perspectives. For more infor-

mation visit:  

http://waterinstitute.ufl.edu 

Suwannee Region Lunch Meeting—Nov. 12, 2009 

 

USF Geology Department Colloquium Series 

The University of South Florida Department of Geology sponsors a Colloquium Series. Presentations are held 

Fridays at 3:30 p.m. and are open to the public. Shown below is the Spring 2010 schedule, reprinted from the 

Department website (http://geology.usf.edu/colloquium/): 
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A man goes into a res-

taurant, sits down and 

starts reading the 

menu. The menu says: 

Broiled Accountant 

$5.95 per plate 

Fried Engineer $7.95 

per plate 

Toasted Teacher $7.95 

per plate 

Grilled Geologist 

$25.95 per plate 

  

The man calls a waiter 

over and asks ―Hey, 

why does the 

Grilled Geologist cost 

so much more?‖ 

The waiter says, ―Are 

you kidding? Do you 

know how hard it is 

to clean one of 

them?!?!‖  

-Philip Clarke, Science 

Jokes 

Date Speaker Title 

Jan 22, 2010 Jeff Ryan, USF Department of 

Geology  

Studies of subduction processes (using "fluid-mobile" trace elements): Looking shallow, 

deep, and "old" 

Feb 5, 2010 Benjamin Flower, USF College of 

Marine Sciences  

Meltwater routing and abrupt climate change during the last glacial cycle: A Gulf of Mex-

ico perspective 

Feb 12, 2010 John Fletcher, Departamento de 

Geología, CICESE, Mexico  

Multidisciplinary Studies of Active Faults in northern Baja California  

Feb 19, 2010 TBA - Environmental Geochemis-

try Search Candidate #1  

TBA  

Feb 23, 2010 

(Special 

Tuesday col-

loquium) 

TBA - Environmental Geochemis-

try Search Candidate #2  

TBA  

Feb 26, 2010 TBA - Environmental Geochemis-

try Search Candidate #3  

TBA  


