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The Sky Is the Limit!
President’s Message

FGS Celebrates 100 Years

by Jonathan D. Arthur, PG, PhD

This is my fi nal message to you as president 
of the FAPG, and I write it with great 
enthusiasm, especially now that I can 

address each of you as a member of the 
American Institute of Professional Geologists. 
With the AIPG merger completed, the offi cial 
name of our association is the FAPG–the 
Florida Section of AIPG. By joining forces 
through this merger, the sky is the limit 
with regard to what we as a profession can 
accomplish!

In the past four years we have achieved 
several long-term objectives: reorganized 
infrastructure; broadened leadership 
base; membership growth; increased 
communications; retained a lobbyist; two 
legislative successes; established a continued 
presence among Florida’s elected offi cials; and 
equally important, the geology profession in 
Florida now speaks with one strong unifi ed 
voice. Instead of recapping the details of 
these and other successes (new members 

can read past newsletters online), I believe it 
is more important to welcome our new 100+ 
members who comprised the AIPG in Florida. 
These professionals now belong to the ranks of 
our expanded association, hereafter referred to 
as the FAPG/AIPG. While education has been a 
key element of our efforts, it is my hope that our 
new members will help reinvigorate our goal to 
foster creation of student chapters and provide 
student scholarships. Also with our new members 
comes a broadened pool of leaders at the local, 
state and national levels. I look forward to seeing 
more regional meetings throughout the state 
and perhaps a new educational format for the 
FAPG/AIPG annual meeting that reaches all Florida 
geologists.

The momentum in our association is 
undeniable, and it underscores the importance 
of the “Call for Offi cer Nominations” in this 
newsletter. Not only is there an opportunity to 

2007 marks the 100th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Florida Geological 
Survey. Currently a bureau within 

the Division of Resource Assessment and 
Management in DEP, the FGS in earlier years 
had been a part of the Department of Natural 
Resources and the Board of Conservation, and 
initially was an agency reporting directly to 
the governor. The FGS continues as the oldest 
state agency functioning under both its original 
legislative enabling statute and its original title.

The original assignment to the Offi ce 
of State Geologist was to map soils and 
shallow near-surface geology to assist with 
drainage of wetlands to facilitate land 
development. Later, the mapping and location 
of mineral resources was requested to 

support infrastructure construction and economic 
development throughout the state. In recent 
decades, environmental/ecosystem understanding 
and natural resources conservation have been 
the emphasis. Now, aquifer characterization 
for groundwater protection, conservation, 
development and karst fl ow dynamics have 
dominated staff research. Springs mapping, 
geochemistry trend analysis and swallet (stream to 
sink direct recharge to the aquifer) mapping are 
cooperative projects with other DEP programs and 
other professional groups.

In recognition of its centennial anniversary, this 
June the FGS will host the 99th annual meeting of 
the Association of American State Geologists. The 
AASG is comprised of the 51 (states and Puerto 
Rico) state geologists.
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Executive Committee
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www.fapg.org

President
Jonathan D. Arthur, PG, PhD
DEP Florida Geological Survey

903 W. Tennessee Street
Tallahassee, FL 32304-7716

Phone: 850/591-5174
Email: jarthur45@comcast.net

Vice President
Charles W. Drake, PG

Hartman and Associates
201 E. Pine St., Ste. 1000
Orlando, FL 32801-2756

Phone: 407/839-3955
Fax: 407/839-3790

Email: cwd@consulthai.com
Email: charles.drake@tetratech.com

Secretary
Mervin W. Dale, PG

Environmental Consulting & 
Technology Inc.

3701 NW 98th Street
Gainesville, FL 32606

Phone: 352/332-0444, ext. 11335
Fax: 352/332-6733

Email: fl pg1917@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Marc V. Hurst, PG

Independent Geological Services Inc.
121 Market St.

Davenport, FL 33837
Phone: 863/419-1239

Fax: 863/419-4968
Email: independentgeo@earthlink.net

Past President
Walter Wood, PG

599 Heather Brite Circle
Apopka, FL 32712-4036

Phone: 352/343-9738 x 5669
Fax: 352/343-9595

Email: wwood@co.lake.fl .us
Email: wwood@cfl .rr.com

Staff
Robert Skrob, CAE

Florida Association of 
Professional Geologists

P.O. Box 14629
Tallahassee, FL 32317-4629

Phone: 850/222-6000
Fax: 850/222-6002

Email: robert@fapg.org

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued from page 1
serve your chosen profession as an 
executive offi cer of the FAPG/AIPG, but 
other voluntary leadership positions 
exist. Among these are vacancies in 
regional coordinator positions for 
Pensacola and West Palm Beach. 
Regional coordinators, once confi rmed 
by the Executive Committee, can 
become part of the Executive Advisory 
Council to help shape the future of 
our organization and strengthen the 
presence of the geology profession in 
Florida. As membership of the FAPG/
AIPG expands, I hope to see a need for 
regional meetings in other parts of the 
state as well. There also exist several 
standing committees on Education, 
Legislative Action, Legislative Finance, 
Membership and Communications that 
need proactive leaders and committee 
members. If you have any questions 
about these elected offi ces and 
committees, please do not hesitate to 
contact me (see this page for contact 

information).
It has been an honor and privilege 

to serve as your president these past 
four years, and as your immediate past 
president, I look forward to working 
with the newly elected executive 
team. With the support and guidance 
of Robert Skrob at Membership 
Services Inc., assistance by his staff, 
the diligence of the FAPG Executive 
Committee and the profi ciency of our 
lobbyist, Laura McLeod, the outlook 
for our association is very positive. 
You can help us stay on that track by 
inviting your coworkers to join us. You 
can volunteer to help carry the ball 
forward. You will not regret the time 
invested—I certainly do not!

With kindest regards,

When I fi rst met our executive 
director, Robert Skrob, I had 
absolutely no experience 

with the FAPG’s operations—yet there 
I was an incoming president. Robert 
provided a series of orientations that 
quickly made me familiar with how to 
administer the FAPG. His knowledge of 
the association’s history, membership 
marketing and Florida politics as 
well as his sound business sense 
were evident and impressive. When 
I took offi ce in 2003, the FAPG was 
poised to take one of three paths: 1) 
simply maintain status quo; 2) fold 
up shop until the next crisis faced 
our profession; or 3) take action 
on several items facing the FAPG. 
The Executive Committee chose the 
third path. Robert and his team at 
Membership Services Inc. (MSi) helped 
turn our goals into reality, with an 
upgraded professional newsletter, 
preparation and distribution of an RFP 
for lobbyists, development of a lobbyist 
contract, legislative fund-raising, 
intensive membership campaigns, 
organization of Legislative Day and 

by Jonathan D. Arthur, PG, PhD, FAPG/AIPG President

Thanks, Robert Skrob!

improved member communications. 
At every step, Robert’s role was totally 
supportive and his counsel sagacious.

Robert and his staff have not 
been paid what they are truly worth 
for years; however, knowing the FAPG 
could not afford the cost increase, 
he never requested one. I believe 
that if not for Robert’s commitment, 
the FAPG might have faded away. 
He has continued to support and 
guide the FAPG out of his devotion 
to the association. When the concept 
of a merger with the AIPG arose, 
Robert’s only concern was that the 
change be the right path for Florida’s 
PG profession. Our association now 
thrives to the point that the AIPG 
approached us to join its ranks, stating 
that the FAPG represents what it 
considers a model AIPG section. While 
this certainly is a positive refl ection 
on FAPG members and offi cers, we 
would not likely have grown so strong 
without the expertise and “sideline 
leadership” of Robert Skrob and the 
assistance of the MSi staff.

FAPG/AIPG

can volunteer to help carry the ball forward. You will not regret the time invested—I 
certainly do not! 

With kindest regards, 
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Regional Coordinators

Call for Officer Nominations

Please take time to read about 
and consider this opportunity to 
serve your colleagues and your 

profession. The FAPG/AIPG bylaws 
have recently been changed to make 
it easier for you to say, “Yes, I’ll do it” 
when asked to run for an Executive 
Committee offi ce.

The term of offi ce for each 
Executive Committee member is one 
year. The track for president includes 
one year as president-elect, followed 
by one year as president and another 
year as past-president. This reduces the 
total commitment for president from 
four to three years.

It is up to each member of the 
FAPG—now also the reconstituted 
Florida Section of AIPG—to 
thoughtfully consider the team you 
want running our organization as we 
experience continued growth and 
success. You could be a part of the 
team! Nominations are being accepted for:

• President-elect
• President
• Secretary
• Treasurer

Dr. Jon Arthur, PG, will be serving 
as immediate past president. Contact 
him if you have any questions about 
the duties of these offi cers.

Talk to your friends and coworkers. 
Nominate someone, ask someone to 
nominate you or nominate yourself. 
Current Executive Committee offi cers 
are eligible.

If you become an offi cer, the 
experience you will gain in leading the 
FAPG/AIPG is personally rewarding 
in many ways, and with the AIPG 
merger, there are opportunities at 
the national AIPG level as well. Your 
profession and your colleagues need 
you! After confi rming that your 
nominee will accept, send your 
nominations to Joe Daniel at 
jdaniel18@tampabay.rr.com by 
March 31, 2007.

Northeast Florida/Jacksonville
Mr. Charles F. Beyer, PG

Beyer Environmental Consulting LC
1008 Osceola Street, #4

Jacksonville, Fl 32204
Phone: 904/710-9025

Fax 904/981-9483
Email: beyerenvironmental@comcast.net

Northwest Florida
Mr. Jorge Rijard Caspary, PG

Levine Fricke Recon
3382 Capital Circle NE

Tallahassee, FL 32308-1568
Phone: 850/422-2555

Fax: 850/422-2624
Email: jorge.caspary@lfr.com

St. Johns River
Mr. Walter Wood, PG

599 Heather Brite Circle
Apopka, FL 32712-4036

Phone: 352/343-9738 x 5669
Fax: 352/343-9595

Email: wwood@co.lake.fl .us
Email: wwood@cfl .rr.com

South Florida
Ms. Janet Moll Peterson, PG

REP Associates Inc.
10435 SW 96th Street
Miami, FL 33176-2640
Phone: 305/279-5255

Fax: 305/279-5254
Email: janet@gate.net

Southwest Florida
Mr. Joe Daniel, PG
S.M. Stoller Corp.

7887 Bryan Dairy Road, Suite 260
Largo, FL 33777

Cell: 727/224-9893
Email: jdaniel18@tampabay.rr.com

Suwannee River
Mr. James D. Hirsch, PG

Water and Air Research Inc.
6821 SW Archer Road

Gainesville, FL 32608-4720
Phone: 352/372-1500

Fax: 352/378-1500
Email: jhirsch@waterandair.com

Regional coordinators are needed in 
Pensacola and West Palm Beach. Please 

contact Jon Arthur for more information.

BENEFITS of AIPG Membership:

• PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION
• NATIONAL ADVOCACY

• SUBSCRIPTION to JOURNAL: THE PROFESSIONAL GEOLOGIST
• OMBUDSMANSHIP for GEOLOGISTS

• AFFILIATION WITH AMERICAN GEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE
• INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION of CPG STATUS

• ACADEMIC LIAISON
• STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

The American Institute of Professional Geologists (AIPG) was founded in 1963 to 
promote the profession of geology and to provide certifi cation for geologists as a 

vehicle for establishing a standard of excellence for the profession.

• NETWORKING
• ETHICS in PRACTICE
• ONLINE COURSES
• LIAISON with STATE AGENCIES
• LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS TRAINING
• REGISTRATION SUPPORT
• WEB-BASED RESUME POSTING
• GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE

• HEALTH and LIFE INSURANCE
• REFERRALS
• APPLIED GEOLOGY PUBLICATIONS
• REPRESENTATION AT THE 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE of STATE 
LEGISLATURES EDUCATIONAL 
EXHIBIT

FAPG/AIPG

Visit www.aipg.org
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P.O. Box 14629, Tallahassee, FL 32317-4629
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Mark Your Calendar

The email communication forum
for the Florida geologist professionfor the Florida geologist professionfor the Florida geologist profession
Simply send an email message to:
fl a_geologists-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

March 31, 2007
FAPG/AIPG Nominations Deadline

April 13, 2007
FAPG/AIPG Elections End

April 17, 2007
6-10 p.m.

FAPG/AIPG Annual Meeting
Announcement of new offi cers

The Rosen Plaza Hotel
9700 International Drive

Orlando, FL 32819
Special Note: Concurrent with 

Florida Water Resources Conference
Call FAPG/AIPG at 850/222-6000 to register.

April 14-17, 2007
Florida Water Resources Annual Conference

Jointly held by Florida sections of AWWA, FWEA and 
FWPCOA

Orange County Convention Center
Orlando, FL

April 20, 2007
Wetland Workshop

TBAEP
Weedon Island Education Center, FL

April 22-25, 2007
FAEP 2007 Annual Conference

Orlando, FL

May 2, 2007
FAPG/AIPG Legislative Day

Tallahassee, FL

May 11-12, 2007
FGWA

Orlando FL

October 7-11, 2007
AIPG Annual Meeting

Traverse City, MI

Subscribe to the 
FAPG/AIPG listserv!FAPG/AIPG listserv!FAPG/AIPG listserv!FAPG/AIPG listserv!


